
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Zechariah (December 22) 
 

Reading Zechariah 

A measuring line and filthy garments made pure, a golden lampstand and a flying scroll, a gilded crown and a 

promise from God – vision by vision, the Lord raised up the second temple to welcome the exiles home and to hold 

the promise of his presence. 

 

The visions that the Lord gave to Zechariah overtook the wandering Judeans and settled their hearts in Zion. This 

humble beginning would hail the coming of a lowly King, who would fulfill the old covenant and establish an 

unbounded kingdom wholly consecrated to the Lord. 

 

Author 

Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Zechariah was not only a prophet but also a priest. He was born in Babylonia and was 

among those who returned to Judah in 538 BC under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zechariah was a 

contemporary of Haggai but continued his ministry long after him.  

 

Most think Zechariah wrote the entire book that bears his name. Some have questioned his authorship of chapters 9-

14, citing differences in style and other compositional features. These objections, however, can be explained in other 

satisfactory ways, so there is no compelling reason to question the unity of the book.  

 

Occasion and Purpose 

The occasion is the same as that of the book of Haggai. The chief purpose of Zechariah (and Haggai) was to rebuke 

the people of Judah and to encourage and motivate them to complete the rebuilding of the temple, though both 

prophets were clearly interested in spiritual renewal as well. In addition, the purpose of the eight night visions 

(Zechariah 1:7-6:8) is explained in Zechariah 1:3, 5-6: the Lord said that if Judah would return to him, he would 

return to them. Furthermore, his word would continue to be fulfilled. 

 

Theological Teaching 

The theological teaching of the book is related to its Messianic as well as its apocalyptic and eschatological (dealing 

with the end times) motifs. Regarding the Messianic emphasis, Zechariah foretold Christ’s coming in lowliness, his 

humanity, his rejection and betrayal for 30 pieces of silver, his crucifixion, his priesthood, his kingship, his coming 

in glory, his building of the Lord’s temple, his reign, and his establishment of enduring peace and prosperity.  

 

Concerning the apocalyptic and eschatological emphasis, Zechariah foretold the siege of Jerusalem, the initial 

victory of Judah’s enemies, the Lord’s defense of Jerusalem, the judgment on the nations, the topographical changes 

in Judah, the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles in the Messianic kingdom age, and the ultimate holiness of 

Jerusalem and her people.  

 

Finally, the book as a whole teaches the sovereignty of God in history, over people and nations – past, present, and 

future. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

As you study Zechariah, read his visions carefully; interpret them in view of the angels’ remarks and their context in 

history rather than looking for fulfillment in modern events, such as those occurring in the Middle East. Take special 

note of the comfort and hope Zechariah proclaims as he looks forward to the appearing of the promised Savior. 


